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È Webster's Collegiate Dictionary traces the word back to 
an old Latin word  religio meaning "taboo, restraint.ó or 
òrespect for what is sacred, reverence for the godsó 

È May come from the two words  re and ligare. Re is a 
prefix meaning "return," and  ligare means "to bind ;" in 
other words, "return to bondageò or òre-connectó. 

È A third possibility is from the word relegare which 
means òto contemplateó or to òre-readó 

È A fourth interpretation is from  religiens meaning òto 
take care ofó or òcaring foró as opposed to negligiens 
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È Belief in something sacred (for example, gods or other 
supernatural beings). 

È A distinction between sacred and profane objects. 
È Ritual  acts focused on sacred objects. 
È A divinely inspired moral code  
È Characteristically religious fervour  (awe, sense of 

mystery, sense of guilt, adoration ), which tend to be 
aroused in the presence of sacred objects and during 
the practice of ritual.  

È Prayer and other forms of communication with the 
supernatural.  

È A world view , or a general picture of the world as a 
whole and the place of the individual therein.  

È A more or less total organization  of oneõs life based on 
the world view.  

È A social group bound together by the above. 
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Religion  Adherents  Religion  Adherents  Religion  Adherents  

Christianity  2.1 billion  

African 
traditional  
diasporic   
religions  

100 million  Shinto 4 million  

Islam 1.5 billion  Sikhism 23 million  Cao Dai 4 million  

Nonreligious
/ agnostic/  
   atheism 

1.1 billion  Juche 19 million  Zoroastrianism  2.6 million  

Hinduism  900 million  Spiritism  15 million  Tenrikyo  2 million  

Chinese 
traditional 
religion  

394 million  Judaism 14 million  Neo-Paganism 1 million  

Buddhism  376 million  Baha'i 7 million  
Unitarian 
Universalism  

800,000 

Animist 
religions  

300 million  Jainism 4.2 million  
Rastafari 
Movement  

600,000 
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